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What is an Asset of Community Value (ACV)? 
 
 
 

 Introduced under the Localism Act 2011 that came into force in 2012; 

 

 Enables a “voluntary or community body with a local connection” to apply to their local authority in 

England for certain types of property/land (incl pubs) to be designated as an ACV; 

 

 Qualifying community bodies includes unincorporated bodies with at least 21 members (eg. 21 pub 

locals) that do not distribute any surplus to their members, and also local branches of CAMRA.  The 

latter was confirmed in a Jan 2015 landmark legal ruling in respect of an ACV nomination made by 

SE London CAMRA; 

 

 To be considered for ACV listing, in the opinion of the local authority: 

 
(a) the non-ancillary use of the building or land currently or in the recent past (eg. in respect of a 

closed pub), must be deemed to “further the social well-being or cultural, recreational or 

sporting interests of the local community”, and 

 

(b) it is realistic to think there can continue to be such use, or a time within the next 5 years when 

this could occur; 



What Protections Does ACV Status Provide? 
 
 

 If the owner wishes to sell the property or land, the local community has to be offered the chance to 

make a bid and has 6 months within which to do so; 

 

 The group that made the ACV nomination is not obliged to bid and another community group could 

bid if they wish. However, the owner is not obliged to accept any such community bid; 

 

  The Ivy House in Nunhead is believed to be the first pub in the country to be acquired by a 

community group under the ACV legislation; 

 

 In April 2015, changes in planning law took effect that remove Permitted Development Rights from 

pubs designated as an ACV; 

 

 Permitted Development Rights enable owners of pubs to change the property’s use to certain other 

categories of use without requiring planning permission, eg from pub to supermarket; 

 

 Therefore the owner of an ACV pub now needs to seek planning permission for any change of use, 

giving the local community the opportunity to raise objections to the planning application; 

 

 An ACV is a “legitimate material consideration” council planners should take into account. 



What Protections Does ACV Status NOT Provide? 
 
 
 

 It doesn’t guarantee a pub will not be sold to a property developer; 
 
 

 It doesn’t stop an owner seeking planning permission for change of use; 
 

 

 It doesn’t give the local community a preferential right to buy the pub if it is put on the market, it is a 
right to bid not a right to buy; 

 
 

 If the community doesn’t make a successful bid when the property is sold, the ACV falls away; 
 
 

 It doesn’t trigger the right for the community to bid in the event a leasehold interest of less than 25 
years is granted by the owner rather than the sale of the freehold interest; 

 
 

 Protection for longer than 5 years – after this period the ACV nomination needs to be renewed 
  



Examples of Pub Use & Facilities Relevant for ACV 
 

 Meeting place for local community groups and/or advertises local events 

 Holds a regular quiz night bringing people from different backgrounds together 

 Hosts live music / karaoke events that bring the community together 

 Screens sporting events, movie nights, etc 
 
 

 Holds an annual beer festival supporting local breweries 

 Pub takes part in fundraising events for local charities 

 Users of nearby sports facilities use the pub’s facilities 

 Has a dart board/pool table/board games and/or hosts local leagues 
 
 

 Pub has a beer garden enjoyed by the community (especially if many locals live in flats) 

 Offers a great food menu enjoyed by the community and sourcing from local suppliers 

 Free wi-fi is available 

 Good public transport connections and/or free parking available 
 
 

 Has good disabled access, providing an accessible and inclusive meeting space 

 Has the pub won any awards and/or is listed in the Good Beer Guide? 

 Does the pub have special heritage or cultural features that should be protected? 

 Are any of valuable services provided to the community from the pub? 



How To Make An ACV Nomination 
 

 Check the pub is not already an ACV – we maintain a list on our website (see Appendix 1); 
 

 Gather basic information about the pub and the various ways in which it serves the local community 
– you can download a simple form from our website to assist with this (see Appendix 2); 
 

 Consider approaching the landlord/manager of the pub as, if supportive, they will be able to provide 
details of community activities, etc. If a landlord needs convincing of the benefits of an ACV, 
CAMRA HQ have produced guidance aimed at licencees (see Appendix 3); 
 

 Consider whether the application would be stronger if it was made jointly by SE London CAMRA 
and a group of at least 21 locals as this could help to demonstrate local support.  CAMRA HQ have 
produced a form for gathering 21 signatures; 

 

 CAMRA HQ provide a service for branches to submit nomination requests online via 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FJMTNFX.  Please make sure you have the agreement of the 
branch before doing so to ensure the nomination is valid (email acv@sel.camra.org.uk). 
Alternatively, return the completed information form to the branch to input on your behalf; 

 

 HQ will transpose the information onto the relevant local authority’s application form and return this 
to the branch with copies of the property’s Land Registry title documents and CAMRA constitution; 
 

 Note: Lewisham Council require copies of event flyers, etc to support applications and Southwark 
Council seem to set the bar particularly high (which we are challenging) in terms of wanting 
additional evidence / testimonies from pub users in some cases; 

http://sel.camra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/SELCAMRA-ACV-Schedule.pdf
http://sel.camra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/SELCAMRA-ACV-Survey-Form.doc
http://www.camra.org.uk/information-for-licensees
http://www.camra.org.uk/documents/10180/18996/21+Nominee+Form_2.pdf/fa2c063f-ea87-47e7-ad1f-c8f3b55c62fa
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FJMTNFX
mailto:acv@sel.camra.org.uk


Can A Property Owner Challenge An ACV Nomination? 
 
 
 

 The owner is advised by the council when an ACV nomination has been received and is entitled to 
receive a copy of the application and may submit a challenge; 

 

 If the ACV is granted the owner may apply within 8 weeks for a review.  Such reviews are 
conducted by a senior council officer who was not involved in the original ACV decision.  Some 
councils (eg Southwark) will invite the applicants and the owner to a meeting to present their case; 

 

 To date all the reviews we have been involved with have confirmed the ACV listing.  If a review did 
decide against granting ACV the pub would be removed from the council’s ACV register; 

 

 If the review goes against the owner they have the right to seek an independent further review by a 
judge at a First Tier Tribunal.  There have been something approaching 20 FTT reviews to date and 
the vast majority have found in favour of the applicants and none have obliged local authorities to 
award the owner any compensation. 
 

 Therefore there is significant precedent that the judges take a practical approach and consider the 
spirit of the legislation, ie. that Parliament intended to make it relatively easy for local communities 
to seek to protect local community assets. 

  



Sources of Further Information 
 
 
 

 We have further background information and links to the local authority ACV listings, etc in the ACV 
section of our website at: 
http://sel.camra.org.uk/objecting-planning-applications/assets-of-community-value/ 

 
 
 
 

 CAMRA HQ have a section of their website providing guidance on how to protect your local: 
http://www.camra.org.uk/kc2-pub-protection 

 
 
 
 

 For support and assistance you can email our branch via acv@sel.camra.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 You can also email CAMRA HQ via acv@camra.org.uk

http://sel.camra.org.uk/objecting-planning-applications/assets-of-community-value/
http://www.camra.org.uk/kc2-pub-protection


Appendix 1 – Schedule of Current SE London ACV Pubs 
 
Pub Name Town District Street Postcode Local Authority ACV ACV Expires 

Abbey Arms Abbey Wood   31 Wilton Road SE2 9RH Greenwich Yes 25-Apr-21 

Baring Hall Hotel Lee Grove Park 368 Baring Road SE12 0DU Lewisham Yes 14-Jan-18 

Beehive Walworth   60-62 Carter Street SE17 3EW Southwark Yes 9-Sep-20 

Birchwood Abbey Wood   Grovebury Road SE2 9BB Greenwich Yes 30-Apr-21 

Blythe Hill Tavern Forest Hill   319 Stanstead Road SE23 1JB Lewisham Yes 4-Dec-20 

Bugle Horn Charlton   6 The Village SE7 8UD Greenwich Yes 22-Jun-20 

Bull Woolwich Shooters Hill 151 Shooters Hill SE18 3HP Greenwich Yes 21-Mar-21 

Cambria Camberwell   40 Kemerton Road SE5 9AR Lambeth Yes 17-Nov-20 

Dacre Arms Lewisham   11 Kingswood Place SE13 5BU Lewisham Yes 4-Dec-20 

Dutch House Lee Horn Park Sidcup Road SE12 9AL Greenwich Yes 20-Mar-19 

Elephant & Castle London Newington 1 Newington Causeway SE1 6BN Southwark Yes 17-Jun-20 

Gladstone Arms London Borough 64 Lant Street SE1 1QN Southwark Yes 9-Sep-20 

Golden Lion Sydenham   116 Sydenham Road SE26 5JX Lewisham Yes 12-Aug-20 

Grange London Bermondsey-west 103 Grange Road SE1 3BW Southwark Yes 30-Jul-18 

Greyhound Sydenham   309 Kirkdale SE26 4QB Lewisham Yes 24-Feb-21 

Half Moon Herne Hill   10 Half Moon Lane SE24 9HU Southwark Yes 21-Dec-20 

Honor Oak Forest Hill   1 St German's Road SE23 3PA Lewisham Yes 13-Nov-18 

Huntsman & Hounds Walworth   68-70 Elsted Street SE17 1QG Southwark Yes 08-Aug-18 

Ladywell Tavern Lewisham Ladywell 80 Ladywell Road SE13 7HS Lewisham Yes 4-Dec-20 

Lord Hood Greenwich   300 Creek Road SE10 9SW Greenwich Yes 16-Oct-20 

Nag's Head Camberwell   242 Camberwell Road SE5 0DP Southwark Yes 26-Jan-21 

Old Mill Plumstead Plumstead Common 1 Old Mill Road SE18 1QG Greenwich Yes 23-May-19 

Park Tavern Eltham   45 Passey Place SE9 5DA Greenwich Yes 28-Feb-21 

Pelton Arms Greenwich East Greenwich 23-25 Pelton Road SE10 9PQ Greenwich Yes 5-Oct-20 

Plume of Feathers Plumstead   282 Plumstead High Street SE18 1JT Greenwich Yes 20-Feb-19 

Royal Vauxhall Tavern Kennington Vauxhall 372 Kennington Lane SE11 5HY Lambeth Yes 9-Oct-19 

Star Plumstead Plumstead Common 158 Plumstead Common Road SE18 2UL Greenwich Yes 20-Feb-19 

Talbot Brockley   2-4 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 1QG Lewisham Yes 4-Dec-20 

Thomas A Beckett London Old Kent Road 320 Old Kent Road SE1 5UE Southwark Yes 22-Jun-20 

White Swan Charlton   22 The Village SE7 8UD Greenwich Yes 14-Mar-19 



 
 Appendix 2 – SE London CAMRA – ACV Nomination Questionaire 

 
 

Your title: 
 
 

Your name: 
 
 

Your address (incl 
postcode): 

 
 

Your contact email: 
 
 

Your contact telephone: 
 
 

CAMRA membership no: 
 
 

 

CAMRA branch nominating 
for: 

South East London 

Your position within branch: Branch Member / Committee position: ..………………………….. 

If inputting online yourself, 
indicate which Committee 
member authorised 
application: 

 Steve Silcock  (chair@sel.camra.org.uk) 

 Neil Pettigrew (preservation@sel.camra.org.uk) 

 Andy Large (pubs@sel.camra.org.uk) 

Indicate which apply to 
Branch: 

 Branch hosts a beer festival in the local area 

 Branch hosts meetings in the local pub & local area 

 Branch nominates a local pub of the year in this area 

 Branch presents awards to pubs in the area 

 Branch runs campaigns to save local pubs in the area 

 Branch writes newsletter about pubs/campaigns in the area 

 

Pub Name: 
 
 

Pub Address (incl 
postcode): 

 
 

Is pub currently open?    Yes   /    No 

mailto:chair@sel.camra.org.uk
mailto:preservation@sel.camra.org.uk
mailto:pubs@sel.camra.org.uk


If closed, date pub closed: 
 
 

If closed, why closed, what 
is current use, and why 
would pub be of value if re-
opened? 

 
 
 
 
 

Indicate which of the 
following community 
aspects apply to the pub: 

 Live music events often held 

 Pub hosts advertising for local events 

 Pub adjoins sportsfield & users share pub’s facilities 

 Has beer garden which is used & enjoyed by local people 

 Childrens’ play area for local families available at the pub 

 Has TVs showing sporting events 

 Has a great food menu enjoyed by local community 

 Hosts regular quiz nights which bring community together 

 Free wifi available for customers 

 Pub hosts a local beer festival offering range of local beers 

 Local neighbourhood watch scheme co-ordinated by pub 

 

 Free parking available, accessed by wider community 

 Member of CAMRA’s LocAle scheme 

 Good transport links available to/from the pub 

 Local sports teams meet in this pub 

 Pub sponsors a team in sports leagues 

 Pub has been included in a tourist / local pub guide 

 Good access at pub for disabled people 

 Pub has a dart board 

 Pub has a quiz machine 

 Pub has a pool table 

 Pub has board games available 

Any other relevant 
information? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eg: Types of activities at pub; Community involved in running or managing pub; Impact of pub on local groups; 
Charity fundraising nights held?  Any evidence of local support, eg ACV petition? 
 
 



 

Appendix 3 – Guidance For Licencees on Benefits of ACV 
 

1. An ACV accreditation is a quality mark which confirms that your pub is valued by local people and is an important part of community life. This can be 

used to promote the pub to customers and could increase trade.  

 

2. If you are looking to sell your pub you might be able to save on agents fees by selling direct to the community. ACVs provide access to a group of 

people who may wish to purchase the pub. 

 

3. ACV status can prevent your pubco selling the pub to a property developer without you being informed and you would have the chance to make a bid.  

 

4. Pubs sold as going concerns are not subject to the moratorium. So there is no delay in cases where the purchaser fully intends to keep the pub open. 

 

5. The initial moratorium is just 6 weeks, much shorter than the time it usually takes to find a buyer and for solicitors to complete a sale. The moratorium is 

only extended to 6 months if a community group expresses an interest in buying the pub. A sale to the community can take place within the six months. 

 

6. ACV status can start a conversation with the community group who have the opportunity to work together to increase business. 

 

7. ACV status may help when applying to alter licensing hours or applying for planning permission to extend a pub to increase viability. This is because the 

ACV status provides evidence that the pub is valued and supported by the community. 

 

8. CAMRA are campaigning for ACV pubs to be given enhanced support by Councils and Government. One of the ideas we are pursuing is the extension 

of business rate relief for pubs listed as ACVs which would save licensees money 

 

9. ACV status can be used to secure valuable positive publicity in local media 

 

10. Having got the pub listed, people in the community are more likely to feel loyal to the pub and use it more regularly. 


